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TAX OVERHAUL BORDER SECURITY 


Trump, GOP get 
big boost as tax 
bill clears Senate 


Democrats deride late 
delivery of hurriedly 
written 479-page act. 


By Alan Fram, 

Marcy Gordon and 
Stephen Ohlemacher 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Republicans mus- 
cled the largest tax overhaul in 
30 years through the Senate early 
Saturday, taking a big step toward 
giving President Donald Trump 
his first major legislative triumph 
after months of false starts and 
frustration on other fronts. 
“Just what the country needs 
to get growing again,” Senate 


ALSO INSIDE 
» Trump suggests openness 
to negotiations on tax plan, A12 


Majority Leader Mitch McCon- 
nell, R-Ky., said in an interview 
after a final burst of negotiation 
closed in on a nearly $1.5 trillion 
package that affects the breadth 
of American society. 

He shrugged off polls find- 
ing scant public enthusiasm for 
the measure, saying the legisla- 
tion would prove its worth. “Big 
bills are rarely popular,” he said. 
“You remember how unpopular 
‘Obamacare’ was when it passed?” 


Taxes continued on A12 


TECHNOLOGY 


Students Mark Valentine (left) and Jake Lee work ona project at 
coding school Hack Reactor, which is part of the Council on Integrity 
in Results Reporting. JAY JANNER / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


Code schools aim to ease 
technology job crunch 


Comparison shopping 
can be tough for the 
pricey programs. 


By Lilly Rockwell 
lrockwell@statesman.com 


On a summer day in June 2016, 
executives from different code 
schools met at the W Hotel in 
Austin for a meeting that spanned 
several days. 

That these competitors were 
all in the same room together 
was unusual. But they had gath- 


Code continued on A6 
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HOME OF AUSTIN TECH 
News about the local tech scene 
canbe found at 512tech.com, 
the American-Statesman’s site 
dedicated to tech coverage. 
Follow on Twitter 
twitter.com/5 1 2tech 

Like on Facebook 
facebook.com/51 2tech 


ALSO INSIDE 

» Graduates say code school 
programs can be lifeline, A6 

» Austin alternative lender fo- 
cuses on code school market, A7 


THE LAST 
STRONGHOLD 


Border Patrol wants 32 miles of wall to control Starr 
County; residents, environmentalists are not happy. 
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Ryan Landrum, the Border Patrol’s Rio Grande City station chief, overlooks the river and Ciudad Miguel Aleman 
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from bluffs at Roma. Landrum said the area in Starr County is the most volatile of the entire southern border, 
with the second-most immigration arrests and narcotics seizures. PHOTOS BY NICK WAGNER / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


By Jeremy Schwartz | jschwartz@statesman.com 


ROMA — Shortly after sundown, U.S. Border Patrol agents notice a 
man trying to walk nonchalantly toward a soccer field a few hundred 
feet from the banks of the Rio Grande. Three other men are nervously 
observing a youth soccer practice. They are wearing identical New York 
Yankees sweatpants over their jeans. 


U.S. Fish and Wildlife volunteer 
Lois Hughes helps operate 

a bird-watching station at 
Salineño. “I don’t know where 
they would put the wall, but 
regardless, the destruction of 
habitat in both directions would 
be sufficient that it would just 
devastate the area completely,” 
Hughes said. She said she and 
her partner have never felt 
threatened in the area. 


Within moments, Border Patrol 
agents jump out of SUVs to arrest 
the men, who put up no resis- 
tance. The parking lot is flooded 
with headlights and tumult from 
the arrests, but the teenagers on 
the field barely look up. They 
keep practicing shots, joking and 
bantering. 

“We see this every day,” explains 
the kids’ coach, Roel Barrera. “It’s 
pretty normal for us.” 


EXPERT REPORTING 


Border Patrol officials call this 
stretch of the Rio Grande, the 70 
miles in Starr County, the most vol- 
atile of the entire southern bor- 
der. The area has the second-most 
immigration arrests, trailing only 
the neighboring McAllen station, 
and the second-most narcotics sei- 
zures, just behind a station in Ari- 
zona, according to station chief 


Wall continued on A9 


Jeremy Schwartz has covered border and immigration issues for more 
than adecade and spent five years as the Statesman’s Mexico City 
correspondent. Earlier this year, he was part of a team of Statesman 
reporters who documented the effects of expanding the border wall in 
Texas. Read it at projects.statesman.com/news/texas-border. 


WORLD & NATION, A17 
Meghan Markle will face 
atoughobstaclesoon 


U.S. actress must answer esoteric 
questions to gain British citizenship 
after she weds Prince Harry. 


WORLD & NATION, A2 
Mosque massacre may 
signal Islamic State rift 


The killing of more than 300 in 
Egypt’s Sinai might mean that an 
ultra-extremist faction is rising. 
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